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have the opportunity to re-evaluate Graves’ ideas.

This keynote talk examines research, theory, and practice in order to understand the continuing legacy of the
process approach. New findings from a four year multidisciplinary study of writing are reported (How Writing
Works: From the birth of the alphabet to the rise of social media: Cambridge University Press). The study included
analyses of world-leading writers as well as novice writers. Creativity in writing was a major part of the study,
including new empirical and theoretical findings. The originality of the study was also marked by a comparison of
the composition of text with the composition of music.

The lessons from research for the teaching of writing and for curriculum policy are considered. The talk ends by
addressing the implications for the process approach to writing, and hence Graves’ contribution, in the 21
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